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Keyboard Notes
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Now Gonklingst he first thing that wedre going

57 COCCREY0/) W

H e

<> < fiWhoopee docan | bring my fishing néb - asks Pastry.

No, itds not t haWe dsroer tgooifngh utnot i gna H untg
important note on the keyboard whichaisi d dl.e C0

Now keyboards and pianos come in all different shapes aed.ssome have got

lots of keysand some not so many, but all have the same basic arrangement of
black and whitekeys For our purposes here, it makes no difference whether you
have a big one or a little one!

If you look closely you will see thalheblack notes are in groups of two thiiree.

This enables us to find every single note easily. And the first one that you must
learn is6 Cwhich can be found just to the left of two black keys.
wid

2 @.6 S ©.@ 02

o ¢o il can fi md Isatys whidh dnewe®@os o

That 6s very observant of you Gomgbdti ng,
each one is an octave apart. And if you countup from®neo t he next, Vyc
that theyodére eight white notes apart. )
0ot o dsucalléd that because it has eight legsd an octagon because it has

eight sidesand an octet being a group of eight.

B ¢ C SRy 01

o o NAnd | i ke @othmodg shysiFito withlacheekysmirk.

Very clever Gonkng! - But in the originaRomanGonkcalendar Octobewvasthe
Geightlbmonth.

But6 mi d d Is ¢hedQdifat is more or less in the middle of the keyboard and
because it is so important, we are going to put a star on ours as shown.
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2 Octavles cC-C 1 Octave CcC-C

C is to the left of
2 black keys!

Now all the notes to the left @f midle C6getgradually lower in pitch and all the
notes to the right gradually get high&nd usually you will use your right hand for
the higher notes and your left hand for the lower nofést is unless you are
standing on your headayaraundvhi ch case i1t6o

A8 28

o <o fiSo which hand playmiddle €20

That 6s a good question Gonkling and the
explain more shortly.

NVl Nvve
oA o f B

<~ oo fiAnd what about all the other not@s?

Ok Gonklings, now | 61 | notheosw aroeu owahlalt e da,l
want you to get too confad about all this at the moment.eWill be taking it all
step by step.

Here's the other notesl

T

CDEFGABCDEFGABCDEFG

26

o
.2-.-

CDEFGABC

A
o vt
T CIO Y 010 v
® v eE

Fo ¢ A0h this i sMmbivet.dbwre@ogHingslike ugoing
to remember all thizd
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Easy, if you split them up inttwo main groups according to the number of black
notes ag\ngus and | havehown below:

Notes around the Two Black Keys!

C is to the E is to the Dis
left of right of in between
2 Black Keys 2 Black Keys 2 Black Keys
D

G & A are

' Notes around the Three Black Keys! l
F is to the ‘ B is to the
left of right of in between
3 Black Keys 3 Black Keys 3 Black Keys

L - 2

Andi f you canod6t remeARAyowbrehpcomabl ¥i
- get it?- GA - GAll

AT R . .
<o &9 il guess that makes it a lot easier, butawvabout the black ones,
what are they called?o

We 6 | | de al with those a l|little | ater a S
the time being.

And next you need to learn a little bit abdutr h y fromrhéeroy the drummer
Gonk.

2%;\?&«@.“@&
o «eofiThank Dwowe tM.o
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Rhythm Part 1

Hello Gonklingsmy name i s L e e totegch you tttlelauhnoteo i n g
values and rhythm.

There arqquite a few different note values, but the three that we are going to learn
today are

1 TheSemibrevewnhich = 4 beatgoften referred to as a whole note)
1 TheMinim which = 2 beat$often referred to as a half not)d
1 TheCrotchetwhich = 1 beafoftenreferred to as a quarter note)

Now Gonklings can youcountto four?
“ v
cy - nOf course | can, | can count up to téenr!says Filoproudly.

.G)
o-%t

<Y

We | | that s great because in music you

O Semi-breve = 4 Beats

J Minim = 2 Beats

J Crotchet = 1 Beat

Count evenly and clap on the notes!

4 | J]JJJJu

40
g2’ 3 2 3 4 2 3 4

Now | wantyou to count out loud or in your headl:-2-3-4-1-2-3-4-1-2-
3 - 4 andclap your hands on the beats withtitdes Then youol | be
rhythm.
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Notice the4/4 symbol at the beginning. This means thhere are 4 beats to each
darg or 6 ma s whieh & why you are counting to ¥ou can see théar lined
in the diagrambetween each 4 beats.

Herebés a couple more to try before we mi

Here's some morel!

Count evenly and clap on the notes!

e . 2 1 J ) J a4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2

IV — et — e | p—|

1 2 2 3 4 2 3 4

Now every4/4 bar must alhays add up to four beats, thatdither 4 crotchets, or 2
mi ni ms, or 2 crotchets aaldefit mvaerirmdéet c.

Sa if we need ayap between notethat is a brief moment akilenc& we have to
add ad r etsnmake up the correct value.

Saq there aréd r @to the same value of evedyn o.t e 6

Rests

mm- Semi-breve = 4 Beats
HEl_ Minim = 2 Beats

g Crotchet = 1 Beat
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The semibreve and minim rests look very similar but actually are rarely confused
as the semibreve will take up a whole bar. And also remember thatainimms t s 6
on the line and the semibredeh a n g s 0 !

Now | et 6s have a | ook at s andwdo sonteanore est s
clapping.

Notice that the very last bar contains a semibreve rest so is totally silent.

Notes and Rests!

Count evenly and clap on the notes!

F A SN VR IR S R

2 3 4 1 2 3 4 3 4

PRSP SPR PR SP L B

Ok Gonklings, thatoés it for rhythm for
later.

e

9 cic Yy 9> ¥

& o «eofiThank you Leeroy! o

<< Copyright© Martin Woodward 2021 http://gonkmusic.com —




T he Grand Stalff

Thankyou, Leeroy Now Gonklings,in order to see the notes of the keyboard in
music notation, we need ook at theGrand Staff.

The &Grand stafbis made up of twastaves or 6 s t afffife dinies each, th top
one being theireblec | eviiioh is mainly used for the higher notes by the right
hand and thébassclefomainly used for the lower notes by the left hand

The Treble & Bass Clefs  auiny

This is the - - o€
Treble clef & &
symbol

9‘ And this is
W the Bass clef

symbol

B COCPY 017 v

o o MWhat 6s the difference bet ween a s

No-oneseems to knovior sure but astafbisadstavéd-i t 6 s j ust a wor C
words actuallyputd on 6t wotry about it

The important thing that you need to learn is thatGhet aovéesstbark §pht 6
into the two&lefs- these are what you need to learn and remember.
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oniny

The Grand Staff 0)d) o
—-._—
Notes of the Treble Clef 2
Q (o] e ©
F A c E E G B D F
: c p ; D F A

Notes of the Bass Clef

An easy way to remembdré notes is to think of them in sections like:
9 Treble ClefspacenotesF A C E - the wordFACE!

91 Treble Clefline notesk G B D F - Every Good Boy Deserves Favours!
1 Bass ClespacenotesA C E G - All Cows Eat Grass!
9 Bass ClefinenotesGBDFA-Gi

phe
%@@/\5 é(\ﬂ_@@f\/;

o oo AYesb ut

mu mmy

Very true Gonkling, buk et 0 s

A .

s"a << 7iSo which one i® mi

] uesrtyall scavy eattglass!t

d d?d e

ant

whal es

Co

Bear

ar e

S

Dondot Fly

c al

loed cow

Well actuallyé mi d d is eot ilCthe bove illustration, because it faltelow the
lines of the treble clef and above tires of the bass clef. Infaatt 6 s

way between both clefs.

The nextdiagramwill show you where it is!

exactly
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Middle C

ol
0 <[00 o)
Middle C is below % - e
the lines of the ;) 0_'/ =
Treble Clef and
above the lines of ©

he Bass Clef o
the Bass Cle i ®.@ ?
<

If we bring the two clefs closer together, you will see that there isnaginary
line exactly midway between the two clefs and this is widmiddle Cdlives.

r Middle C w

If we bring the ey
two clefs closer 0 <L @.@ '3
together and % /// ——é_—
draw an imaginary o), E— C SRR N

line between them, 9:

this is where we i

. find Middle €

And this is whydmiddle Cé has a line drawn through the middle of it. This is
called adedger lineband happens with some other notes as well, in fact any time a
note goes above or below the clef lines.

“
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Now the notes bothkides of middleC (B andD) also fall either above or below the
staff lines which can be seen next.

Other Notes Between the Staves

oy,
n Y 0%
The notes shown O —T— e —
here are the same o 1O
notes written in LDJ c m
different clefs! o) = ——a8
I/
m

Now there are also notes that are halbovethe treble clef and below the bass clef
as shown below.

Notes Above or Below the Clefs

¢ (a) (8] (¢c)
©
Some notes fall "? & o o =
above or below S m/
the clef staff IO
lines as shown o P el
here! > SRS
F \5 \P/ ®

The two C's shown here are 4 octaves apart!

S e . : : -
« o &9 A0 this is too confusing for a little Gonklindke meM. Duvet, |
dondét think |61l oesayeRastyunder st and al |l t

Pl e a s distréss yoarself Gonklings, we will be dealing with the notes one step
at a time and it will all become clear as we progress.
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How the Notes Relate to the Keyboard

Now weol | | ook at how the .musi cal not es

This next diagram malook a little confusing and difficult to read, and if you are
reading this on a tablet, it may not be clear.

Notes of Both Clefs Together

=
- — r_qI I:A:.;: T r,:":}(t r:f:r:r_ 1
‘“_‘_'.,'.—J"'d"'—-_ A E——m =
SRS = mmmme e caciaseeey

, .
ks

CD\ FGABCDEFGABSDEFGABCDEFGABC

9@.@‘%

'. Middle C and its neigi':bours are shown in both clefs!

To makethis easier to se@) the following diagrams$ have split the keyboard into
two 2 octave sections, one for each clef, lmemberthat we have put a star on
dmiddle Cbso that you can always find it!

So, notice that the next two diagrams are actually the same as the above diagram
split into two.

’ Notes of the é Treble Clef ‘
U

. onlny
pper portion of the keyboard\,gL _6_)_1@_ ™~

) . ] »
# i tatetr it 1
® EESSSSSS RS SSSSSssss== i
g [#F |+ [* "

BCDEFGABC

[
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Notes of the 9:Bass Clef

- w
Lower portion of the keyboard ‘e
— o | @ i i
P o N PAPATE LR (R [ =t
Z |7 [ i i
CDEFGABCDEFGABCD

It may be useful for you to print out these three diagrams and look at them in
detail particularly if you are reading the digital edition

AAy and dondt forget that poor ol d
making these diagrams! . ... ... ... And
morning!o
*%:5%%%:5%&

o oo IOh thankyouAngei, we really appreciate
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Right Gonklings now wedre ready to act.l
first let me checkour grubby little hadd

¢ D 4
m@@v ®®M
Fo CLiiWeove just washhengstbt hem M. Duvet

Was thatefore or after | saw yogonk-handlingthatslimy frog?

Let me have a | ook, h m mdacomgosindroga €pawn w a n t
all over my keyboard!............. Ok, t hat 61 | redtassdradiro | h o vk,e elp
checking!

wid

> @@ o PY 01> %8

oo B SU Al sl got him in my pockei - whispers Pastry to Filo.
&t

& @@ [0)6)

| § 3 sanWeI |t letdVb DuSietsee him r e me mb er heds Fre
eat frogs legs therd)

What are you twdonklingswhispering about?

4
[0

aﬁsanNothlng M. Duvet!o

Did | hear one of you croak?

4
;<@®v OLHW

c‘aﬁlanlt must have beBPovehkocreaky <c¢ch

Right Gonklings, nexyou need to understand your finger numbering in relation to
the piano / keyboard
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Back and Forth 1
Ok, our first piece is very simple amahly requires the thumb on each hand.

But just because t 6 s si mpl e doesnoét mean that vy
attention to correct timing. And each note should be played evenly with equal
pressure and held / released at the correct time.

i
‘% Here's what you'll need! o) o,
":"'-‘-_'

[ =="1
' RH
=
C

b0

Before you legin, countl - 2- 371 4, - 1- 2 - 3 - 4 etc.evenly, then when youeel
ready beginplaying on the nexth 1bde a t . When vyou get to t
release it until you have counteddm

It may help you to sing along with the song as play.

You can hear all the songs and exercisesrder viathe websitd i nk whi ch
give you later Orgo now to- http://gonkmusic.com/back_forth.html

A Right hand, left hand C and G back and forth we go
H - 1 I - ; ;

| Fan Y7 | I | | I - | Py

AN VA 3 | I | | b3

[y o & o o - -’ -

1
1
. F 7] [N 3
)t r— — ? i , J L
7 —r -3 Py
(> 3
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http://gonkmusic.com/back_forth.html

Back and Forth 2

This nextshort piecas unsurprisingly slightly more difficult as you will need two
fingers on each hand and also two more notes.

Take note of the correct hand positionisg) shown above and begin to press the
second keyas you are releasing the first which willeate a smooth transition

whichisknowna® | egat o6

ol

&(@ Here's what you'll need! _%;@_)”%
&
=1 Jdo
Wil
' RH
0
| &
D - y
Cc D

W

L3 0 . . *

A Right hand, left hand and a gain back and forth we go
* I A N N
s 3 — — y i Y 4
[ fan WA P.Y P
U < <
) - - - €
1 2 1 2 1 2 1
1 2 1 2
& = -
o J 3 3
bl [ - -  J i L]
A Py Py
Z] Y Y

Note that in this casé mi d d liseplay€ddby both hands (alternately) and the
rhythm and rests are ectéy the same as the last pieddost importantly do not
play any faster than you cananage. Speed is not important, but accuracy and
steady timing isLJhttp://gonkmusic.com/back_forth.html
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Stepping Stones 1

This next little piece introduces another note&eid the treble clef and the third
finger of the right hand and fourth of the left hand.

And theC, B andG in the left hand are an octave lower than we used previously.

Here's what you'll need!/{}

3

There are no rests in this piese each hand is a little more active.

You may need to practice each hand separately at first, which is fine on this piece
as well as all the pieces to follow.

LJhttp://gonkmusic.com/stepping s&smhtml

Left foot right foot here we go on the step ping stones

[y

Q@;*:
Iy

=

Ny b

N
v
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5 Finger Exercise 2

This next exercise is th@ithout doubt the most difficult so far, but also the most
important as it will help to give your fingers flexibility and independence.

Again, you will need all your fingers and we have added just a couple more notes
as shown the topé D Gasddottond B &

ol

Q Here's what you'll need! 0)0)
€ ’ (o
2 ¥
5
' RH

B CDEFGABCD

u

DEFGABCD

]

Look at the fingering carefully as at first it forms a pattern, but then alters slightly
so that the new noteghe loweré B Gasddopd D isird

*%:5% el
<o « 9 0Oh, we can see the patterdMou play a note, then miss a note then

go backtotheonethgtou mi ssed! o

Yes, more or less Gonklings. The idea of this exercisedsgoe p ayouafingei®
and notto just use themi n or devé a very good exerc
effort, as you will see after only a few attempts.

AR iR

o ¢cofiYes, my finbet sear eshaywll@a ki h g
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NS

7 I 7
x 1 1 - r 1 1 [
[« W 7 I | | I I S|
e e i e e B B
i *® ¥ & | = 4 L, | s T 2 @
1
2 1 2 | 1
54 2 | @
. d -~ T
Zz__r (7]
= 3
5 5
f
A_” L | L |
[ anY
AN V.
e ©
2
s ¥ 2
sz s S S
|
- -
3
5 4
I S < .
| I B | [ -~
| I
s =—Ff
1.2 T
L] L]
L] L L]
1
1 1 2 2
® 3 2 a 3 s 4 o e ©
). [ ]
7 1

LJhttp://gonkmusic.com/5 finger.html

-
e

=
=

&> Big Gonk Tip! - If you feel you need to, you can print out any or all of the

exercises / tunes and write on the note names above or below each note.
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Wong House

CHIPS
RICE

wnetane || | NOODLES Q

His name is really spett P h u-Kusttiké the Islad of Phuket in Thailand, but
for fear of mispronunciationviel | s pel | hi sé lMaanee tatse § t

Pooketteactuallycomes from Bangkokni Thailand, so hesinot reallyChinese, but
near enough!

|l 6ve spent a full day training him and
but my goodness it is hard ogm. And | have to say that my patience has been
stretched to the limit and beyond!

So as Angus McBngle is no longer here and the note cupboard is locked, | am
unable to show you anymore of hasote chart§ although fortunately | do have
enough notes for our needshave to say thdtam really embarrassed about this. |
know itos s obutwhacanlfda®isis beyomdanly control!

But by now, you should know most of the notes and on just addbaf the pieces
to follow, you will need all of your fingers on both hands.

Anyway,hopeful ly weodol |l now move oheddly our
Farmera | 6ve | ®ettck alPtbeonkt tit® pl ace, sos | et 6
got on.

Th e Jolly Farmer

<< Copyright© Martin Woodward2021- http://gonkmusic.com



e
i~
D

-=tn

OB

& What the ...... for goodness sakeOOKETTE Where are you?
N

FLASorry, sodoydMrwalfimiltdot nfejitfipping

plitstick, it not sticking!o
%

‘& Oh for ff goodness sake, did you try taking épingdlid off?
-

GLiSorry, sopleasendtmel Al goa to Bangkok! o

J:)

ol
&S Yes thatos right P ook&ndjustleaye mg tosortg o

%°

your mess out

W ¢
@@ B @@ o1

s"a oo iNowds a gletd t h enefshy@floih ystesidsb o

g*ﬁCaIm down ,-Pea¢t¢en bhewmpon you Gonkl

‘& Who the heck are you?

Cl Al 6m Angelico the Gonk Guardian
down!........... Take deep breaths and think happyutotsb
o @@

&S Happy thoughts, happy thoughtsWVell | suppose it was his first day!
wﬁvm

FLuAThank you Mr Al an, thank you.

of f

Angel

ma k €
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The Jolly Farmer - Attempt 2

ol

i

We | | what a d &8uytanwayditvak ended ak, we go?thé f r i ppi ng
plitstickdworking right and everything is fixed, atidlenwe a had a wonderful wok
up with oodles of noodlds

Anyway, this next littled s t a qiea is guite simple, especially if you have
been practicing the 5rfger exercises from earlier.

The only new thing is that youodl |l not.i
together. This is nowhere as difficult as it looks, as it is mostly repeats.

But you may find it necessary to practice each heamhrately at first, which is
fine. Andofcoursed on 6t go any faster than you ¢

2 ==
N3V — .
‘.‘:_‘é;%éés 53 5 3 4
S 3 1
CJ'D . l . { .
] ————Ff —"'
5 138 I |
& SE= = S=EE
Q‘U_‘_q_.... . _._'_‘ vy v &
4
J | . | . .
ray [ I
SEESS==== s S
T | | @ )% |
, L 2l
| -
dl
= .
| “ s T | ®
| - . . L .
P f s — :
T [ | | |

LJhttp://gonkmusic.com/jolly farmer 2.html
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Jolly Milkmaid

This little piece is in3/4 timing and should be playetieasingly and e
goyfullydand mostlyéstaccat@ But steady at first, one hand at a tinT:"
if necessary. =

Most importantly notice that the lefiand uses thétreble cleb the

same as the right hand. There are also repeat marks at the end. e
A 3 i_ . . . 2 4 ) , 4 . .
= e Z - e
[ an Y [
AN3 V. =
)

)

)" A

{5

OlE
¥ -y

n .

A —»

[ an) |

A3V

D))

)

)* 4

fes

A3V

Y 3

|

N

.

)

i

\

N of

q

L LY
L 1NEE
4

[
‘
4
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543432

BN BN

.

G BN

il L 1NES

:

il L 1NE]

3L L 1NNE

il L 1NEN

fSS‘:)

9w

N P

k]

My

%
<

N> @]

Il

LJhttp://gonkmusic.com/jolly milkmaid.html

!
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Your First Scales

S

Pre Scale Ex ercises

Up to nowGonklings none of theexercises or tunes that we have coveesflire
anydinger crossover®

But in order to play scaleand more interesting piec&fnger crossover&are
essential.

The most common crossovers are achieved by passing the thumb ntiherdtior
fourth fingers ascendingnd passing the third or fourth fingeover the thumb
when descending, as shown in the following photos.

Passing the Thumb under (ascending)

<< Copyright© Martin Woodward 2021 http://gonkmusic.com




In order to help you learn this technique, | have included this next exercise, but
you must follow the fingering as stated so thgbu can practice the finger
Crossovers.

Practice this slowly and evenlyJhttp://gonkmusic.com/pre_scale.html

g $ p—
I L VTR /20T
'\’_an-'l ! I IF e = ———
¢ ‘1_23132TL /@J ‘1':341214'
1 o 1
s v \ - | oo 213w \
= \VL©®JL_HI P_J'_F_I'_ - ‘l S~
é /’_&_—\r—
=
e il
i e =~
”f‘\'\ i L_ IIF_‘_&__ - II @A__
DAL /'% AT
2
1 3 1 "
/ _;_2 3 4 1 _ 4 4 3%_;“._;_
a" 2 ' '_'_F—P—?—P— i
y 4 - t t : =
_4;:\.54{(1 -d I—d L_i] I-—_
=
“© o
o o fiExcuse me M. Duvet, but what exac

A scale is a series of notes played in order usually ascending and then descending
for one or more octaves

There are different types of scalasluding
1 Major
1 Minor (harmoni¢ melodicand naturdl
1 Chromatic
91 Blues

1 Pentatonidmajor and minor)

1 Whole tone

What identifies the different types oécales is the intervals used in themakeup
However we will only be dealing with a few majacales, harmonic min@cales
and the chromatic scale in this book.

To expl ai nfirdthulook ahtheC mayoe scadld.
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The Major Scale

There are 12 major scales, one for ealelckand white note.

Evely major scale has identical intervals. The only thing that makes them different
is that they start on different notes and consequently gre t differentlyd

For instanceC major in its root mode will start o& andD major on D etc.

If you remember what | said previously about intervals and look carefully at the
following diagram of theC major scal e, youol I see that
follows:

1. C-Dis atone (2 semitongerd f ul InUSA);e p 6
2. D-Eis atone;

E-Fisasemione(d h al fin USA)e p 6

F-Gis atone;

G- Ais atone;

A - Bis atone;

N o o bk~ w

B - Cis a semitone.

C Major Scale (2 octaves)

Or to put i t2-2nloR-lRe2-1foeraayneiodtadesspan, which is
the interval sequence faverymajor scale- 2 being a tone and 1 being a semi
tone.

So, with a bit of mathematical knowledge you could easily work out every major
scal e. But here | 611 s how legro and ashyeu f i r
progress, youol |l no doubt | earn all of
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The major scales weol | bskarp keyszdleiGnthe wi t h

first flat keyscale:F as well asC major which has no black notes and is therefore
neither asharp keynor aflat keyscale

These are all shown both in keyboard and notation view in the next few pages
with audio links as usual.

Il n al l c ases inpgbraet fingering in ulck endtation Wiere no
fingering is included, it simply follows consecutive.ut t o hel p you
includedall the fingering in the keyboard views.

Ideally each of the scales should be practiced every day, a few times each for two
or more octaves with each hasdparately and then together at a comfortable
speed.

But although speed is not important, accuracy and fluaneyTry to play each
note with equal velocity in strict timeusing a metronome is ideal!

You will notice that the fingering is the same fapst of the scalesvhich is123,
1234 in the right anb4321, 321n theleft hand. But thé= major scale is different
and is1234,123 this is due to where th&flat falls.

57 COCERRY 0/) W

<o ¢ofiWhy do we need to |learn scales M.

Scales are vitally important. If you practice them correctly and regularly, they will
improve your finger technique enormously and as you get to know all the other
scales, it will also improve your theoretical understanding. Please trust me
Gonklings- they are important
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